sympathy for the desolate and despised. It is so much an axiom with the world at large in the present day that all, even the outcasts of society, have a claim one our civilisation for pity and succour, that it is not always remembered how little this claim was allowed forty or fifty years ago. It was not that no attempts had been made to invite attention to the wants of the people. A flood of literature was pouring forth, directed against the barriers which served to confine the blessings of peace and plenty to one Bmall stcbion of the nation. The pioneers of all the modern movements of social reform were already astir, and the most earnest minds of the century were among their number. But 
